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Coronavirus

The coronavirus has been headline news for several weeks now, and the possibility that it
might become a pandemic seems to be increasing. In the past few days, there was a surge of
confirmed cases in South Korea, Iran and in northern Italy. There are new confirmed cases
in several European countries that seem to be connected to people who had travelled to
northern Italy. Indeed, Switzerland itself now has four confirmed cases: one in Ticino, near
the Italian border, two in Grisons, and one in Geneva with someone who had recently been
to Milan.

Last week, we had a scheduled college guidance presentation by a graduate of 2015, but she
requested to do it via a live video link from Japan, as she herself was worried that she might
be carrying the virus without knowing it. This week, and with regret, we decided to cancel
the series of ICU lectures that had been scheduled over the next two weeks. The risk may
have been very small, but this was an optional extra for students, and that is why we felt
that it was better to err on the side of caution than to have regrets later.

At this time of concern, and despite the risk being very low, we respectfully ask that
graduates and parents coming from Japan kindly refrain from visiting KLAS at this time.
Similarly, we have in mind the new 10t grade orientation and parental meetings that are
scheduled for late March, and we will continue to follow the news and advice and come to a
decision soon about those.

We are continuing to follow the latest news and advice, and spring break, in about three
weeks, is of course a worry, especially those travelling to Italy. If there are confirmed cases
of the virus in places that students are travelling to, we feel that we will have no option but
to ask students not to go and to stay here or to book to go somewhere else.

This is an ever-changing situation, and we hope we can count on your cooperation.
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